
Bharatiya Temple  
 

1612  County  Line  Road,  

Montgomeryville,  PA  18936 

www.B-Temple.Org 
For directions and program updates, please visit temple’s website. 



 

Best Wishes to  
Philadelphia Ganesh Festival  

 

Shri. Sidarth  
Shri. Ashok 

Smt. Vijaya Viswanathan 
 Shri. Nagesh Nama 

 
 

Best Wishes to  
Philadelphia Ganesh Festival  

 
From the Soni Family 

Shri. Ashok Soni 
 Smt. Sanjiwan Soni 
Kum. Shubha Soni 
Shri. Kamal Dagly 
Smt. Geeta Dagly 

I praise that Ganesha, Who is the beginning of the universe, 

Who is pure, Who is free from differences, Who is beyond the 

qualities, Who is pure bliss, Who is formless, Who is beyond 

everything, Who is  OMkar, Who is the creator of illusions, and 

Whom eminent Purana sing.||  

 Adi Shankara (source: Stutimandal.com) 

 

 



Family Contributions: $51, $101, $201, $501, $1001  
Contact: Mahesh Jituri (215) 643-2424, Uday Karnik (215) 591-1579 

 

Dear Ganesh Devotees: 

 

It is our pleasure to welcome you back to the 4th year of America's 1st, 11-Day Ganesh Festival, Philadelphia Ganesh Festival at 

our Bharatiya Temple.  

 

We profusely thank Shri Ashok & Shrimati Sanjiwan Soni as well as Sri Nagesh Nama & Srimati Vijaya Viswanathan for Grand 

Sponsoring the Festival. We also thank eleven Indian-American organizations for their active participation in the Festival. It is 

gratifying that our festival has been successful in uniting Indians and mainstream Americans sharing different backgrounds. We 

also thank many area restaurants and caterers who have come forward to offer their Seva to Lord Ganesha by donating cooked 

food, groceries and their chefs for the Mahaprasad served every evening. The dedication, commitment and sustained hard work 

of scores of volunteers have come to stay as the hallmark of the Philadelphia Ganesh Festival and its success over the years. 

This year will be no exception. We express our most sincere thanks to all volunteers.  

 

This year veteran maestros like Padmabhushan Pt. Rajan & Sajan Mishra, Taalyogi Pt. Suresh Talwalkar  and Gajarat Nu Gau-

rav Shri. Praful Dave are going to grace our Festival. We are sure our community will not miss the golden opportunity to enjoy 

their performances. Every effort has been made to balance the religious, spiritual and cultural content of the Festival. Anand 

Bazaar, surely, will excite kids and adults alike. On behalf of all Festival volunteers, we invite you, your family and friends to par-

ticipate in these festivities at the Philadelphia Ganesh Festival. 

 

This year we have the challenge of steering the festival amidst the second phase construction of our temple. We will very much 

appreciate your patience and cooperation in bearing with us for any inconvenience. We can all look forward to a much better 

facility and back drop for next year’s Festival. 

 

Ganapati Bappa Moraya ! Mangal Murti Moraya !! 

 

 

Temple’s President     Festival Mentors                            

Nandkishore Todi             Mukund Kute, Ganesh Patil, T. Sarada 

 
 

Festival’s Coordination Committee 

Pramod Kotwal   Niranjan Samant 

Vipul Rathod   R. Sivakumar 

Participating Organizations 
* Philadelphia Marathi Mandal * Plymouth Balvihar * Indo American Club * Telugu Association of GDV  * Tamil Association of GDV * 

 * Bharatiya Temple * Bharatiya Cultural Center * Bharatiya Vidyalaya * Gujarati Samaj *  SRUTI *  Sangeet Society * 



Philadelphia Marathi Mandal brings.. 

Stalls & Booths in Expo 

Kishore Gore, Sanjeev Deshmukh 

609-721-2308, 610-676-0833 

Captains of Indian Industries, Bollywood & Sports Celebrities are attending. 
Health Fair, Ethnic Bazaar, Food Court in Expo/TradeFair 

Advertisements  

Sanjay Shetye, Sunil Dhavlikar 

267-253-9112, 215-718-5818 

Conferences & Donations 

Jagdish Vasudev, Doedatta Wadke 

609-332-0397, 215-378-0804 

Media & Marketing 

Mukund Kute, Kiran Joglekar 

215-896-5535, 609-284-8777 

WWW.BMM2009PHILADELPHIA.ORG 



Daily Religious Programs      Venue: Deity Hall  
Wednes-

day 9/03 

1:00pm Ganesh Havan, Ganesh Aagaman Proces-

sion, Ganesh Pratishthapana, Bhajans & Mahaprasad 

Every-

day 

6:00pm  Mahaprasad,  

6:30pm Ganapati Atharvashirsha Recitation, Ar-

chana & Shodashopachar puja followed by Aarti 

Sunday 

9/14 

10:30am Ganesh Visarjan Puja & Aarti 

12:15am to 1:15pm Ganesh Visarjan Procession and 

Immersion at PMI Engg. Pond & Mahaprasad 

Main Entertainment Programs Venue: Auditorium 
(Free for Public Contribution Donors or by suggested donation of $10 per day per person) 

Wed 

9/03 

8:00pm Kalabhavan presents Dr. Meena Nerurkar’s 

Dance Drama on the life of Lord Krishna 

Thurs 

9/04 

8:00pm Carnatic Concert by Sri D. Seshachary of the 

“Hyderabad Brothers”  

Friday 

9/05 

8:00pm Hindi Orchestra “Sangeet Ka Safar” by 

Anitha Krishna & Friends  

Saturday 

9/06 

11:00am to 8:00pm Anand Bazaar  

10:00am to 1:00pm Children’s program by students 

of Bharatiya Vidyalaya and Plymouth Balvihar  

2:00pm to 3:30pm “Manthan”  Dances by Handi-

capped Children’s Dance Group from Gujarat 

4:00pm to 6:00pm Outdoor Entertainment 

8:00 pm “Bhrigu Garva Bhangam” Kuchipudi 

Dance Ballet by Padmasri Dr. Sobha Naidu 

Sunday 

9/07 

11:00am to 8:00pm Anand Bazaar  

9:30am to 10:45am Adult Yoga Session by Benita 

Mukerji 

1:30pm to 4:00pm “Omkarache Dhyan” Abhang, 

Natya Geet & Bhav Geet by Sunil Mungee  

4:00pm to 6:00pm Ganesh Bhajans by Swami 

Siddhanandji of Chinmaya Mission (Upstairs) 

8:00pm Gujarati Music Medley by Sri Praful Dave 

Monday 

9/08 

8:00pm “Mandolium” A Mandolin-Harmonium 

Jugalbandi by Snehasish Mozumder & Kedar Na-

phade.  

Tuesday 

9/09 

8:00pm An Enchanting Evening of Music by  

Padmabhushan Pandits Rajan & Sajan Mishra. 

Wednes-

day 9/10 

8:00pm “Prayog” Classical Bharatnatyam perform-

ance with live music  by Viji Rao. 

Thurs-

day 9/11 

8:00pm Hindustani Classical Tabla Concert by  

Talyogi Pt. Suresh Talwalkar, Satyajit Talwalkar & 

vocal support by Kumar Mardur 

Friday 

9/12 

8:00pm “Ek Bijane Nadata Rahiye” Hilarious 

Gujarati Drama by Sailesh Trivedi & Group 

Saturday 

9/13 

2:00pm Hindustani concert by Priyanka Tope 

3:00pm Carnetic Concert by Shreya Adiraju  

4:00pm Bhajans by Meenaxi Bapat (Upstairs) 

8:00pm “Bhairav Se Bhairavi” Niche Entertain-

ment, India Light Classical Musical Concert 



 Full Menu (1 Day) 

 Head Chef (1 Day) 
 Full Menu (1 Day) 

 Head Chef (Multiple Days) 

 1 Menu Item 

 Head Chef (1 Day) 

 1 Menu  Item 

 Head Chef (1 Day) 

 Grocery (1 Day) 

 Cooking Help (1 Day) 

Head Chef (3 Days) Cooking (1 Day) 

Head Chef (1 Day) Cooking Help (1 Day) Cooking Help (2 Days) 

Cooking Help (2 Days) Cooking Help (2 Days) 2 Menu Items 

1 Pakoda Item 1 Desert Bread for Pav-Bhaji  

Bhaji for Pav-Bhaji  Samosa Tray Ice Cream for a Day 



Overall Coordination 

Pramod Kotwal, R. Sivakumar, Vipul Rathod, Niranjan Samant 

 

Religious Programs Wargani, Finance 

Tushar Vedanti, T. Sarada, Rita Sheth, Dilip Sheth, T. 

Parasarn, Shashi Todi, P. Swaminathan, Yogesh Date, Pa-

ramita Sinha, Roshan Dave, Rushi Dave, Jagruti Dave, 

Mukesh Dave, Dhananjay Samudralwar, Karuna Samudralwar, 

Andy Suri 

Mahesh Jituri, Uday Karnik, T. Prasaran, Shiva Sajjan, Praful 

Ajmera, Neelam/Sameer Naik, Saroja Sagaram, Satish 

Deshmane, Shirish Joglekar, Mamta Patil, Raj Deshpande, 

Ramesh Desai, Varsha Nalavade, Mina Bapat, Achyut Ratna-

parkhi, Praveen Sharma 

Food & Prasad Decoration 

Sanjeev Lal, Sangeeta Raje Palkar, Bharat Panchal, Ani Rail-

kar, Ganesh Patil, Bhakti Panchal, Praful Ajmera, Raksha 

Ajmera, Shiva Sajjan, Vaishali Joglekar, Jyoti Deshmane, Har-

shada Pendharkar, Kala Sajjan, Abhijit Nerurkar, Aarti Nerur-

kar, Lakshmi Iyer, Meenal Samant, Samapada Deshpande, 

Rama Shankar, V Shankar, Ravi Indrakanti, Shaila Karnik 

Venkateswara Reddy, Lakshmi Iyer, Sunanda Kulkarni, Vaishali 

Joglekar, Jyoti Deshmane, Komal Date, Mona Vibhute, Dilip 

Seth, Bhavin Shah, Sarita Kotwal, Karuna Samudralwar, Ranjit 

Deshmukh, Shubhra Vedanti, Anu Sirsat, Rajendra Nalavade, 

Hema Abhyankar 

Audio, Sound Procession 

Kiran Padgaonkar, Subhas Chakravorty, Raj Bandekar, Gopi 

Ganeshan, Uday Karnik, Mukesh Dave, Harshad Abhyankar, 

Venkat Navaneethan, Anjan Dave, Prasad Sheth, Abhijit Bhide 

Harshad Abhyankar, Shirish Joglekar, Umesh Tambi, Priya 

Shah, Sujata Deshmukh, Shubhra Vedanti, Gopi Ganeshan,  

Anu Sirsat 

Anand Bazar Stage, Video & Light 

Saroja Sagaram, Ganesh Patil, Sunanda Kulkarni, Sanjeev Lal, 

Ishaan Nerurkar, Shubhra Amonkar, Janhavi Patel, Karuna 

Samudralwar, Shital Vibhute, Chandana Asthana, Meghana 

Deshmane, Rutuke Patel, Sanjeev Munshi 

Asheesh Nadkarni, Mallik Budhavarapu, Ranjit Deshmukh, 

Ramesh Iyer, Dhananjay Samudralwar, Kedar Gidh, Anjan 

Dave, Aniruddha Potnis, Milind Ranade 

Parking & Traffic Media, Brochure 

Mukund Kute, Bawa Jaggi, Mayur Amonkar, Ambrish Gor, 

Jayant Patel, Sandeep Desai, Aniruddha Potnis 

Sri Sagaram, Sanjay Shetye, Sanjeev Lal, Saurabh Palkar, 

Shairali Rao, Neelam/Sameer Naik, Meenal Samant, Gopi Ga-

neshan, Ashini Desai, Vijay Aggarwal, Praveen Sharma, Praful 

Ajmera 

Host & Hospitality Committee Cleanliness 

Mohana Padgaonkar, Sarita Kotwal, Shaila Karnik, Lakshmi 

Iyer, Mona Vibhute, Sunanda Kulkarni, Andy Suri, Gopi Gane-

shan, Paramita Sinha 

Praful Patel, Venkat Navaneethan, Bharat Panchal, Bhakti 

Panchal 





Wednesday, Sept. 3, 2008 

1:00 PM—2.45 PM   (Outdoors) 

GANESH HAVAN 

Do not miss the Ganesh Havan on the 1st day where our 

priests Shri. Kasiram-ji, Vishnu-ji and Sridhar-ji will 

invoke Lord Ganesha to come and stay with us for 12-

days. Every one can make offerings in the Ga-

nesh Havan even without Havan Sponsorship. 
However, your support for arranging Ahuthi and 108 

Modakams is very welcome. Havan Sponsorship is $21 

only. 

 

2:45 PM - 3:45 PM  (Outdoors) 

GANESH PROCESSION 
Aagaman Proces-

sion of Ganapati 

Bappa will be 

colorful as every 

year. Welcome 

Ganesha within 

us and dance to 

the tune of our 

famous Dhol-

Tasha– Lezhim 

Band. Children 

from Plymouth 

Balvihar and 

Bharatiya Vid-

yalaya will per-

form 3 dances.  

These dances are choreographed by Sujata Deshmukh, 

Shubhra Vedanti and Priya Shah-Kulkarni. Dhol Tasha 

pathak performers are, Harshad Abhyankar, Ashish Nad-

karni, Shirish Joglekar, Vimesh Tambi, Kiran Padgaonkar 

and others.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
In consideration to Jain community observing Jain 

Samvatsari in Auditorium from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM, 

all Ganesh Devotees are requested to observe silence 

around Auditorium and Lobby downstairs.  
 

3:45 PM - 5:30 PM   (Upstairs) 

PRATHISHTHAPANA 
Priest Kasiram-ji will perform 

Pratishthapana in upstairs in 

deity Hall.  

Please join collective recitation 

of Ganapati Atharvashirsha.  

Lord Ganesha’s  16-way puja 

will be followed by MahaAarti.  

 

5.30 PM - 8:00 PM   (Outdoors) 

MAHAPRASAD  

5.30 PM - 6:30 PM   (Upstairs) 

BHAJANS 
Satsanga and Bhajans by Local Artists and children. 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM    (Upstairs) 

GANAPATI ATHARVASHIRSHA 

6:50 PM - 7:20 PM   (Upstairs) 

MAHA AARTI 

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM 

DANCE DRAMA 
Kalabhavan presents Dr. Meena Nerur-

kar’s dance drama on the life of Lord 

Krishna.  

She has won the Maharashtra State Award 

for Best Play Writer. 

 





Thursday, Sept. 4, 2008 

CARNATIC MUSIC CONCERT 
Sri Seshachary will provide a traditional Carnatic Music Vocal 

concert accompanied by Sandhya Srinath on Violin and Sri-

nath Bala on Mridangam. This concert will give special focus 

on kritis devoted to Lord Ganesha.  
 

Sri D. Seshachary is a top grade Car-

natic musician of international reputa-

tion and is well known as one of the 

Hyderabad Brothers, together with 

his brother Sri D. Raghavachary. He 

hails from a family of musicians, with 

his initial training being under his fa-

ther, Late Sangeetha Sahitya Vidwan 

Daruri Ratnamacharyulu, and his 

mother, D. Sulochana Devi. 
 

Sandhya Srinath started 

training from an early age 

from Late Shri V. Janakira-

man of AIR, Delhi. She went 

on to get advanced lessons 

from Lalgudi G Jayaraman 

and Prof. T.N. Krishnan.  

 

Srinath Bala, having been initi-

ated by Late Sri Krishnan, learnt 

under Sri. R. Ramesh (Karaikudi 

Mani Style of Percussion). He 

went on to get lessons under 

Maestro Padmabhushan San-

geetha Kalanidhi Umayalpuram 

K. Sivaraman. He has accompa-

nied many senior artists such as Ravi Kiran, T. Rukmini, Late 

Mani Krishnaswamy, Sangeetha Kalanidhi Sri. R. K. Srikantan, 

performing in India, Canada and the US.  

11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON    Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM       Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 

SANGEET KA SAFAR 
New Jersey  based  Anitha 

Krishna has the distinction 

of captivating lovers of 

both Indian classical and 

film music. Besides winning 

a number of awards and a 

title in classical circles in 

India, she was the female 

lead singer for a host of 

celebrity singers from India 

on their light music tours in 

US, Europe and Canada. 

She is a noted playback 

singer having sung for a few 

Telugu films. Very recently 

she was conferred the title, Gayaka Ratna by the Vamsee Interna-

tional Navaratna Award Committee of Andhra Pradesh.  

Suresh Ramachandran: Versatile singer who has accompanied 

Shankar Mahadeven, SP Balasubramaniam and Chitra on their 

musical tours  

Santhosh Khammamkar: 

Talented singer who is also 

Zee TV SaReGaMaPa final-

ist.  

Keyboard and Synthesiser: 

Viju Jacob has accompa-

nied leading Bollywood 

singers including Anuradha 

Paudwal  

Percussion(Congo 

Drums/Dhol/Dholak) : 

Ganesh Jagtab Leading 

percussionist of USA and one of the busiest  

Tabla/Mrindangam : Subhash Kariyil has accomapied Padma 

Bhshan Dr K.J.Yesudas in his classical and film music concerts  

Rhythm Guitar : Roy Veghese leading guitarist of USA. 

Friday, Sept. 5, 2008 

11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON    Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM        Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM        Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 





Saturday, Sept. 6, 2008 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON    Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM    

MANTHAN GROUP 
Folk dances from Gujarat presented by a troupe of Handi-

capped Girls.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M Miserable Doves  

A Answer from God  

N No body else  

T To-morrow (the future)  

H Health Care  

A A helping hand  

N New heights to conquer 

Manthan, an institution only for disabled girls is situated at a 

distance of about 30 kms. from Ahmedabad (Gujarat state, 

India) near a village called Hajipur, District Gandhinagar. In 

1991; Smt. Niruben 

and disabled eleven 

girls stayed in 3 mud 

houses and had to 

avail water from near 

by tube well even for 

nature’s call.  
 

Since then, Man-

than has grown and it is now able 

to provide home and shelter to 250 polio effected 50 mentally 

retarded and 5 blind girls.  Girls, once accepted at MAN-

THAN; get admitted to Primary, Secondary and Higher Secon-

dary Schools run by Manthan with Government grant and do-

nations A few girls have reached College level education and 

attended nearby Colleges.  

10:00 AM - 1:00 PM     

CHILDREN”S PROGRAM 
 

This morning is devoted 

to children from Plymouth 

Balvihar and Bharatiya 

Vidyalaya.  

The program begins with 

recitation of Ganapati 

Atharvashirsha by children 

who have been practicing 

for last 2 months.  

 

In the next part 

children participat-

ing in the proces-

sion dances will 

perform those 

dances on the 

stage. The choreog-

raphers are Sujata 

Deshmukh, Shubhra Vedanti and Priya Shah-Kulkarni. 

Later children from Tamil Association will present a singing co-

cert. 

Students of Priya 

dance academy and 

Laxmi Raghavan’s 

dance academy will 

perform the final 

segments of the 

morning children’s 

program. 

 

 

Later children will  receive a 

trophy as proud participants 

of Philadelphia Ganesh Festi-

val 2008. 

 



 

Our Special 

Thanks to 

these  

Anand Bazaar  

Vendors 

With Best Compliments from 

211 S. Gibsboro Road, Lindenwold, NJ 08021 

856.627.6200 

2864 Ridge Pike  

Eagleville, PA 19415 
 

 

(610) 631-2787  

Libas Designs 
Exclusive Womenswear 

Retail & Wholesale 

Info: 

www.libasdesigns.com 

35 Rembrandt Way, NJ 08520 

609.426.9847 

Mehendi, Party Favors & Garlands 

Ruchi Shah ● Mansi Shah 

Cell: 201.936.4822 ● 551.358.5864 

Res: 732.983.9662 

email: ruchimehendi@gmail.com 





In-Home Priest Services   
A non-profit Community Service by Bharatiya Temple.. 

For the spiritual wellbeing of your family...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learned Priests from Temple are now available 

to perform most pujas at your home for spiritual 

wellbeing of  your family. 
 

 3 Learned priests  

 Shaiva, Vaishnava, Agama based pujas 

 South Indian & North Indian style pujas 

 Fixed Temple fees (mileage included) 

 Voluntary Dakshina for Priest encouraged 

 Puja Samagri available at extra cost 

A list of Various Services  

Satynarayana Puja 

Griha Pravesam 

Kalyana Utsavam 

Rudra Abhishekam 

Homam 

Shradham 

Last Rites 

Naamkaranam 

Hair Offering 

Annaprasanan 

Upanayanam 

Seemantham 

Vivah/Wedding 

60th & 80th Birthday 

To Schedule a Puja, please contact  

Rita Sheth  610.275.7472   

Saroja Sagaram 215.699.6367  

Email: priest@b-temple.org 

Kasiram ji 

Vishnu ji 

Sridhar ji 



Saturday, Sept. 6, 2008 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 

BHRIGU GARVA BHANGAM 
This Kuchipudi Dance Ballet is presented by the Kuchipudi 

Dance Academy.  Kuchipudi is a classical dance form that 

originated in the village of Kuchipudi, in India and is typically a 

male oriented dance drama. 
 

The Ballet is performed by Padmashree Dr. Shobha Naidu’s 

students. 

Padmasri Dr Sobha Naidu, is one of the most outstanding 

exponents of Kuchipudi Dance. Her greatness lies in her total 

dedication to the exacting genre with a classical base. A fiercely 

un-compromising purist, she is highly imaginative with a sense 

of deep involvement but without losing contact with contem-

porary taste and sensibilities. She has been Principal of Ku-

chipudi Art Academy at Hyderabad since 1980. 
 

The ballet tells the Sthala Purana (story of the shrine) of Tiru-

mala in Chittoor District of Andhra Pradesh state in South In-

dia. It is the seat of Lord Venkateswara, who is regarded as an 

incarnation of Lord Vishnu and the refuge for mankind in the 

Kaliyuga.  
 

It starts with sage Narada asking the Sapta Rishis (seven great 

sages), who, among the three supreme deities Brahma, Vishnu 

and Siva, is competent to receive the Yagna Phalam (the offer-

ings made during a sacrificial ritual). Sage Bhriguvu visits all the 

three deities in their celestial abodes and is eventually convinced 

that Vishnu is the fittest one to receive the Yagna Phalam.  





Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008 

Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008 

GUJARATI VOCAL CONCERT (FOLK) 
Praful Dave’s voice and 

style epitomizes Gujarat and 

its folk heritage and his 

songs are known to swell 

emotions in people. He is 

one of the most talented folk 

singers, who was honored by 

the Gujarat Government for 

his contribution to folk mu-

sic. 

Praful Dave is a very well 

known folk singer among the Gujarati community all over the 

world. For last many years, he has been ruling over the hearts 

of the people who speak and understand Gujarati. Praful Dave 

is a recipient of the "Gaurav Puraskar" at a very young age for 

special achievement for folk literature and music. He is also the 

recipient of highest number of awards as a playback singer in 

Gujarati films. He is the only Gujarati singer who has per-

formed in the famous Royal Albert Hall, UK with the Sym-

phony Orchestra. His performance in the "Chaalo Gujarat" 

convention in 2005 in New Jersey was a grand success. Praful 

Dave will perform folk songs, Gujarati devotional songs, and 

folk literature with meaningful short stories about Gujarati cul-

ture and heritage, including Ganapati Stuti. 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 

11:00 AM—1:30   PMM Program 

11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON    Aarati   

1:30 PM—4:00 PM    

VOCAL CONCERT 
Kumar Sunil Mungee is a young talented versatile singer, mu-

sician, composer, with a vision. 

The prince of Ghazals and Bhajans, as known these days, 

Kumar Sunil Mungee is a child prodigy 

who has been performing since the ten-

der age of 5 years. With his mind all set 

at that tender age, Kumar is fortunate to 

be among the few artist to be groomed 

under the traditional “guru shishya pa-

rampara”, that is, the ancient traditional 

way of learning any art form by staying as 

a child to the teacher and learn the art 

form and its professional aspects by the late maestro of Agra 

Jaipur Gharana Pandit Jitendra Abhisheki for a period of 15 

years. 

Anup Jalota the Bhajan and Ghazal samrat proudly says that 

Kumar Sunil Mungee will take Indian music to greater heights. 

During his concert you will have a unique experience of the 

rich Indian music presented in the most authentic form. His 

sweet melodious voice will take you into an aura of divinity, 

romanticism, and spirituality touching your hearts regardless of 

language. 

Please visit: www.sunilmungee.com 

4:00 PM—6:00 PM     

GANESH BHAJANS 
Swami Siddhananda, a graduate 

from Kerala University, joined 

Chinmaya Mission in 1972 at San-

deepany Sadhanalaya, Mumbai and 

studied Vedanta under Gurudev 

Chinmayanandaji. Swamiji is the 

resident Aacharya at Chinmaya 

Mission “Kedar” at Langhorne, PA 

and also the in-charge of Chinmaya 

Mission West Publications Divi-

sion. 

Swamiji is an artist and a singer, 

has composed many Bhajans and has brought out CD albums. 

The most famous among them are Hari Om Smaran, Shivo-

ham, and Sivam Sivakaram Shantam. 

ADULT YOGA SESSION 
By Benita Mukerji 

The session will start with a short Breath-
ing Exercise (Pranayama), followed by Yoga 
Postures (Asanas), and end with Relaxation 
(Shavasana).  Please bring your own yoga 
mat, blanket, or towel. 

Benita is a Certified Yoga Teacher.  Grow-
ing up in Varanasi, India, she began her yoga studies at a very 
early age as part of her classical dance training.  She continued 
practicing yoga through college; working full-time; and raising a 
family.  After leaving the corporate life, Benita has devoted 
much of her time to yoga education.  She opened her home 
studio to share her extensive experience and “Joy of Yoga.” She 
received her Yoga Teachers Certification from YogaLife Insti-
tute, in Devon, PA.   

Her home studio details  are at http://mysite.verizon.net/joyofyoga 

9:30 AM—10:45 AM     

http://mysite.verizon.net/joyofyoga




Monday, Sept. 8, 2008 
11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON             Aarati 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 

MANDOLIUM 
Two exciting young musicians are coming together to perform 

a first-ever duet of the mandolin and the harmonium, based on 

Indian (Hindustani) Classical Music.  

Kedar Naphade is a promising young 

exponent of the art of harmonium solo and 

accompaniment.  He has been a leading 

disciple of Pt. Tulsidas Borkar. He has 

performed harmonium solo and has shared 

the stage with luminaries such as his guru 

Smt. Padmavati Shaligram-Gokhale, Pt. 

Jasraj, Smt. Veena Sahasrabuddhe, Pt. Ul-

has Kashalkar, Smt. Prabha Atre, Smt. 

Laxmi Shankar, Pt. Phiroz Dastur etc. 

Snehasish Mozumder is among the few 

established musicians in India who have 

mastered the art of playing Mandolin. He 

has blended it perfectly into the style of 

Hindustani Indian Classical Music. He 

studied under late Acharya Ajoy Sinha Roy 

who was a beloved disciple of Baba Al-

lauddin Khan Saheb, the founder of Mai-

har Gharana and he takes lesson of laykari 

under the guidance of Pandit Anil Palit. Finally he came under 

the tutelage of Pandit Ajoy Chakraborty. He is a recipient of 

Surmani and Jadubhatta Awards.  

Samrat Kakkeri comes from a long line of musicians and has 

devoted his life to the art of Tabla. He is considered a child 

protégée who has received acclaim as an 

accomplished tabla player (drummer) from 

early age. He has provided live accompani-

ment with some prominent Kathak dancers 

including Urmila Nagar, Gopal Rao and 

Raghav Bhatt. He has also assisted with 

composing music for the Kathak ballets 

"Megh Dut" and "Panch Bhoot" as well as 

played Tabla for the recording.  

Visit: http://www.mandolinclassic.com 

Visit http://www.kedarnaphade.com 

Visit http://www.facingeast.com/samratkakkeri.php 

11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON             Aarati 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 

Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2008 

HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL  

CONCERT 
Pandits Rajan and Sajan Mishra, the legendary Mishra 

Brothers, are highly acclaimed Hindustani vocal artists of the 

Benares Gharana. Besides India, they have performed for audi-

ences in several continents at prominent musical gatherings. 

Major awards: Padma 

Bhushan (2007); Sangeet 

Natak Academy; Kumar 

Gandharva; Sangeet Ratna 

(Allahabad); Sangeet 

Bhushan (Varanasi); Kashi 

Gaurav (Varanasi); Sangeet 

Nayak (Chandigarh). 
 

Pandit Subhen Chatterjee, 
one of the best known tabla 
players, has accompanied 
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi, Shri-
mati Girija Devi, Pandit 
Jasraj, Ustad Rashid Khan, 
Pt. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, 
Ustad Shahid Parvez, 
among others. He has also 

collaborated with 
Sivamani, Peter 
Gabriel, Paul Horn, 
and David Crosby. 
A regular performer 
in WOMAD (World 
Organisation of 
Music & Dance). 
 
Sanatan Goswami 
will be accompany-
ing the Mishra 
Brothers on the 
harmonium. A senior disciple of violin maestro Pandit V. G. 
Jog and vocalist Pandit Dinanath Mishra, he is a fine solo har-
monium player. He has accompanied luminaries such as Shri-
mati Girija Devi, Ustad Rashid Khan, and Pandit Ajoy Chak-
raborty.  
 

Visit  www.surmandal.com and www.subhenchatterjee.com to 

obtain more details.  

http://www.mandolinclassic.com/
http://www.kedarnaphade.com/
http://www.facingeast.com/samratkakkeri.php
http://www.surmandal.com/
http://www.subhenchatterjee.com/




11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and  Archana 

NOON             Aarati 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM 

Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008 

Thursday, Sept. 11, 2008 

TABLA & VOCAL CONCERT 
This is a unique Tabla & 

Vocal presentation by 

Taalyogi Pandit Suresh 

Talwalkar, who will be 

accompanied by his son 

Satyajit Talwalkar on 

the tabla.   Satyajit is very 

talented and is one of the 

leading Tabla players of 

his generation. The vocal support for this performance will be 

given by Kumar Mardur, who 

himself is an accomplished vocalist 

from Dharwad, belonging to the 

great tradition of Kirana Gharana. 

The harmonium accompaniment 

will be given by Shri Chinmay 

Kolhatkar, a disciple of Dr.Arvind 

Thatte. 

Taalyogi Pandit Suresh Talwal-

kar, is an accomplished artist and 

as a Guru who belongs to the illustrious “Keertankar” family 

of Shri Dholebuva.  He has accompanied a number of great 

artists such as Pt. Gajanan-

buva Joshi and Pt. Nivrut-

tibuva Sarnaik in their con-

certs.  Sureshji has been con-

ferred upon with a number of 

awards and honors. 

Such as Pt. Vishnu Digambar 

Paluskar Award, Vasantrao 

Naik Puraskar, an award from 

Naad Brahma as well as from 

Govt. of Andhra Pradesh 

and, the title of “Taal Yogi” 

rendered by the Shankara-

charya. Sureshji was also hon-

ored at the hands of the 

President of India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, with the prestig-

ious “Sangeet Natak Academy Award”, a national award for 

his contribution to the classical music. 

Visit www.sureshtalwalkar.com or 

www.swaranjalicolumbus.com to obtain more details about the 

artist. 

11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and  Archana 

NOON             Aarati 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM - 10:30 PM 

PRAYOG 
“PRAYOG”, a dialogue between dance and mathematics. This 

piece will explore the relationship between mathematical and 

metaphysical elements of traditional South Indian dance 

through Bharatanatyam. The 

main objective of this piece is to 

show the usage of footwork 

along with the basic nuances of 

Bharatanatyam such as, hand 

gestures, standing postures, leaps 

and circling movements inter-

played into geometric nodes and 

beats to create various geometric 

figures and shapes. The geomet-

ric shapes are often cosmological: 

they represent in symbol the es-

sential structure of the universe. 

For example, four directions, the 

planets, various divinities and man himself. This piece also uses 

basic principles of arithmetic to explore the bridge between arts 

and mathematics.  
 

Viji Rao is director of the Three 

Aksha Institute of Performing Arts, 

which hosts dance performances, 

workshops and lecture demonstra-

tions and she will lead this highly 

talented and flamboyant ensemble. 

Viji has over two decades of experi-

ence in performing, teaching and 

choreographing.  She is also profi-

cient in other forms such as Kalari-

payyattu, Chhau, Ballet and con-

temporary dance.  
 

Nattuvangum : Viji Rao 

Vocal : Pushthakam Ramaa 

Mridangum : P. Janardhana Rao 

Violin : T.S. Krishna Murthy 

Morsing and Khanjira : D.V. Prasanna Kumar 

Multiple Instruments : Praveen D Rao 

http://www.sureshtalwalkar.com
http://www.swaranjalicolumbus.com


  
 

Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

 



 
Ganapati Atharvashirsham Meaning, By Dr. Vasant Lad 
 
Aum! Let us listen with our ears to that which is auspicious, 
adorable one. Let us perceive with our eyes what is holy and 
auspicious. With strong, stable body and limbs, may we seek 
the divine grace and accept the noble order of all our life. 
 
Ganesha, Salutations to YOU, YOU are actually A Brahma 
Tattvam. Only because YOU bless an action, it happens. 
Only YOU are the ONE who holds us from falling,  Only 
YOU remove obstacles and ignorance. YOU are the Brah-
man, the ultimate divine power. YOU are the soul that is 
part of everything. 
 
I surrender to you, Lord Ganesha. You are the speaker. You 
are the listener. You are the giver. You are the sustainer. I 
am your disciple. Protect me from the front and back. Pro-
tect me from the north and the south, from above and be-
low. Protect me from all directions. 
 
You are full of perfect knowledge of truth and awareness. 
You are full of bliss and pure consciousness. You are truth, 
consciousness and bliss. You are the absolute awareness. 
You are full of supreme wisdom and knowledge. 
 
You are the earth, water, fire, air and the space. You are the 
root foundation of speech. You are beyond the three gunas: 
sattva, rajas and tamas. You are beyond the physical, mental 
and causal bodies. You are beyond the three aspects of time: 
past, present and future. You are eternally established in the 
muladhara chakra. You have three shaktis: action, knowl-
edge and will. 
 
Salutation to the Ganapati whose seed mantra is Aum Gam. 
We know Ekadanta, the One-tusked God, the unique God. 
We meditate upon Vakratunda, the curved-trunk God. May 
that unique elephant God illumine our consciousness and 
direct us along the right track. 
 
One should meditate upon Lord Ganesha having one tusk 
and four arms; holding the noose and goad with two of 
them; with the other two indicating varada, the giving of 
boons and blessings, and abhaya mudra, the fear removing 
gesture; having a mouse as the emblem on his ensign; pos-
sessing a big, beautiful belly and large, lovely ears which 
look like winnowing baskets; having a red cloth and His 
whole body covered with red sandalwood paste. He should 
be worshiped with red flowers. He manifests Himself as the 
universe and is beyond prakriti, matter, and Purusha, the 
manifest God. One who worships Ganesha in this way for-
ever is the best of yogis. 
 
Prostrations to Vratapati, the Lord of Plenty. Prostrations to 
Ganapati, the Lord of various groups of Gods. Prostrations 
to Pramathapati, the Lord of Siva's hosts. Prostrations to 
Lambodara, the full-bellied God with a single tusk, de-
stroyer of obstacles, the Son of Siva, the Bestower of all 
Blessings. 

 Iti Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

 



 

Sankatnashan Shree Ganesh Stotra 

Pranamya ShirsaDevam GauriPutra Vinayakam 

Bhaktavasam SmareNityam AyuhuKamartha Siddhaye..1 

Prathamam Vakratundamcha Ekdantam Dwitiyakam 

Tritiyam KrishnaPingaksham GajaVakram Chaturthakam..2 

Lambodarm Panchamam cha Shashtham Vikatmeva cha 

Saptam VighnaRajendram Dhumravarnam Tathashtakam..3 

Navam Bhalachandram cha Dashmamtu Vinayakam 

Ekadasham Ganapatim Dwadasham tu Gajananam..4 

Dwadashaitani Namani TriSandhyai Yah Pathennarh 

Na cha Vigna Bhayam Tasya sarva Siddhi Karam Prabho..5 

Vidyarthi Labhate Vidyam, Dhanarthi Labhate Dhanam 

Putrarthi Labhate Putram, Moksharthi Labhate Gatim..6 

Japed Ganapati Stotram Shadbhir Masaihi Falam Labhet 

Samvastarena Siddhim cha Labhate natra Sanshayh..7 

Ashtobhyo BhahmaneBhyascha Likhitva Yah Samarpayet 

Tasya Vidya Bhavet Sarva Ganeshsya Prasadatah. ..8 

 



 
Shri Ganesh Pancharatnam Stotram 

By Adi Sankara 

 

Mudaa karaatta modakam sadaa vimukti saadhakam  

Kalaadharaavata nsakam vilaasi loka rakshakam 

Anaayakaika naayakam vinaashitebha daityakam  

Nataashubhaashu naashakam namaami tam vinaaya-

kam...1 

 

Natetaraati bhiikaram navoditaarka bhaasvaram  

Namah suraari nirjaram nataadhikaapaduddharam 

Sureshvaram nidhiishvaram gajeshvaram ganeshvaram  

Maheshvaram tamaashraye paraatparam nirantaram ...2 

 

Samasta loka sha.nkaram niraasta daitya kunjaram  

Daretarodaram varam varebhavaktram aksharam  

Kripaakaram kshamaakaram mudaakaram yashaskaram  

Manaskaram namaskritaam namaskaromi bhaasvaram...3 

 

AkInchanaarti marjanam chirantanokti bhaajanam  

Puraaripuurvanandanam suraari garva charvanam  

Prapanchanaasha bhiishhanam dhananjayaadi bhuushha-

nam, Kapoladaanavaaranam bhaje puranavaaranam...4 

 

Nitaanta kaanta dantakaanti mantakaanta kaatmajam  

Achintyaruupa mantahiina mantaraaya krin-

tanam Hridantare nirantaram vasantameva yoginaam  

Tamekadantamekameva chintayaami santatam ...5 

 

Mahaaganesha paJncharatnam aadarena yon.avaham  

Prajalpati prabhaatake hridi smaran ganeshvaram  

Arogataam adoshhataam susaahitiim suputrataam  

Samaahitaayurashhta bhuutimabhyupaiti sochirat ...6 

 



Mantra Pushpanjali 

Om Yadnena Yadnya Maya Jant  DevasTani Dharmani 

Prathamanyasan | Teha Nakam Mahimanah Sachant ||  

Yatra Purve Sadhyaha Santi Devaha || Om Raja Dhirajay 

Prasahya Sahine Namo Vayam Vaishravanay Kurmahe | 

Sa Me Kaman Kam Kamay Mahyam Kameshwaro Vaishra-

vano Dadadu |Kuberaya Vaishravanay Maharajay Namah 

|| Om Swasti Samrajyam Bhaujyam Swarajyam  Pa-

rameshtham Rajyam Maharajya Madhipatya Mayam 

Samant Parya Yisyat Saarva Bhaumah Sarvayusha  Antada 

Parardhat | Pruthivyai Samudra Paryantaya Ekaraliti | 

Tadapyesha Shloko Abhigito Marutah Pariveshtaro  Ma-

rutta Syavasan Grihe | Avikshitasya Kamaprer Vishve 

Devaha Sabhasad Iti || 

Ghalin Lotangan Vandin Charana | Dolyane Pahin Rupa 

Tujhe ||Preme Alingana Anande Pujin | Bhave Ovalin 

Mhane Nama || 1|| 

Tvamev Mata cha Pita Tvamev Tvamev Bandhuscha Sakha 

Tvamev |Tvamev Vidya Dravinam Tvamev, Tvamev Sarvam 

Mama Dev Dev ||2|| 

Kayen Vacha Mansendri yeirva, Budhyat mana Va Prakriti 

Swabhavat |Karomi Yadyat Sakalam Parasmai, Nanayana 

Yeti Samarpayami ||3|| 

Achyutam Keshvam Ram Narayanam,  Krishna Damoda-

ram vasudevam Harim | Sridharam Madhavam Gopi-

kaVallabham, Janaki Nayakam Ramachandram Bhaje 

||4|| 

Hare Ram Hare Ram,  Ram Ram  Hare Hare |Hare Krishna 

Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare ||5|| 

Ganapati Aarti (Marathi) 

Sukh Karta Dukh Harta Varta Vighnanchi 

Nuravi Puravi Prema Krupa Jayachi 

Sarvangi Sundar Uti Shendurachi 

Kanthi Jhalke Maal Mukta Phalanchi 

Jai Dev, Jai Dev, Jai Mangal Murti 

Darshan Matre Mano Kamana Purti, Jai Dev Jai   

Ratna Khachit Phara Tuja Gauri Kumara 

Chandana-chi Uti Kum Kum Keshara 

Hire Jadit Mukut Shobhato bara 

Runa Zunati Nupure Charani Ghagariya, Jai Dev2 

Lambodar Pitambar Phanivar Bandhna 

Saral Sondi Vakra Tunda Tri-Nayana 

Daas Ramacha Vat Pahe Sadana 

Sankati Pavave Nirvani Rakshave SurVar Vandana, Jai 

Dev2 

Ganapati Aarti (Hindi) 

Shendur Lal Chadhayo Achcha Gajmukh ko 

Dondil Lal Biraje Sut Gauri Har Ko 

Haath Liye Gud Laddu Sai Survar Ko 

Mahima Kahe Na Jaaye Lagat Hu Pad Ko 

Jai Jai Ji Ganaraj Vidya Sukhdata  

Dhanya Tumharo Darshan Mera Man Ramta, Jai Dev2 

Ashto Siddhi Dasi Sankat Ko Bairi 

Vighna Vinaashan Mangal Murat Adhikari 

Koti Suraj Prakash Aaisi Chhabi Teri 

Gandasthal Mada Mastaka Jhule Shashibihari, Jai 

Jai2 

Bhava Bhagatise Koi Sharanagat Aave 

Santati Sampati Saba hi Bharpur Paave 

Aise Tum Maharaj Moko Ati Bhave 

Gosavi Nandan Nishidin Gun Gave, Jai Jai2 

  



Significance of Ganesha’s Pratishthapana 

(Inauguration) and Visarjan (Farewell) 

Edited by Mukund Kute with thanks from an article by  

Dr. Rajat Pandit Sharma in Lokvani 

1.It is only through collective power of our prayers and belief 

that an inanimate object becomes transformed into an object 

of devotion.  Similarly, we should learn that all humans are 

mere flesh and blood, however through the Almighty’s grace 

we may become the embodiment of spirituality and transcend 

all adversity. 

2. We are reminded that a Murti (physical depiction) is not just 

the Supreme Being and in fact, it is through devotion that our 

hearts imbibe the divine spirit where He resides.  The murti is 

a symbolic intermediary through which we can channel our 

prayers (during puja) and simultaneously receive the Al-

mighty’s blessing.   

3. The Visarjan ceremony represents the concept of Sama-

sara, or the cycle of birth death and rebirth.  During death, as 

the soul departs from our body, the dead perishes and returns 

to the natural elements. Similarly, once the presiding deity 

departs from the Murti, its physical manifestation is then re-

turned to nature. The imbibed spirit of divinity however re-

mains in the hearts of the devotees and enriches their lives. 

Ganesha’s Puja Method 

Edited by Mukund Kute with thanks to Hinduism Today 

Sakaar form’s worship (Puja) allows us to experience the spirit 

of the Supreme through all the physical senses.  Darshan, or 

beholding the depiction, Shravan which allows one to hear the 

praises of the Almighty, Sparsha, to touch the sacred image, 

Gandha, inhaling the scent emanating from the flowers, per-

fumes, fruits and incense offered to the deity and of course 

Rasanaa, when we taste the ambrosial Prasad which has 

been offered to the Almighty. 

Hindu tradition says “Atithi Devo Bhava” meaning a guest is or 

should be treated as God ! It teaches us to offer the best of 

things we have to our guests as our Dharmic Duty. Lord Ga-

nesh comes to our lives for 10 days as a Guest.  

When a guest comes to our home, we offer him a water. The 

we offer him a seat in choicest place in our living room or fam-

ily room. If the Guest is traveling light, we offer him cloths, 

water for bath. Then we offer him a best food cooked on that 

day. This is our tradition and treat our guests well.   

Since Lord Ganesha will be our guest for 10 days, we will 

welcome and offer to him 16-way Puja every day. What are 

these 16 offerings? You will come to know on the next 11 

pages. 

In order to comprehend the practice of ‘Pratishthapana’ and 

‘Visarjan’, let’s first understand the concept of worship in the 

Hindu faith.  The worship of the Almighty in Hindu Dharma 

may be through the ‘Saakaar’ (with form) or ‘Niraakaar’ 

(formless).   

The Niraakaar method requires no physical depiction, or ob-

ject and meditation (‘Dhyaan’) is a way of praying.  The easi-

est and most effective Puja is to sit silently in contemplation of 

the Supreme Divinity within ourselves. 

However, our mind is restless. It won't sit still that easily. It 

wants to roam from the past to the future, and rarely observes 

the truth of the Almighty. Our philosophers ‘Rishis’ designed 

the Saakaar method which requires a physical medium, an 

image or a symbol (Murti)  through which the Almighty is ven-

erated and ‘Puja’ or ‘Archana’ are forms of this act of worship.  

Idol worship in Hinduism is most misunderstood by the non-

Hindus. Formlessness of God is the essential theme of Hindu-

ism. But worship of divine in a chosen form is an popular 

practice. In the Vedanta that expounds the Vedic philosophy, 

it is mentioned innumerable times that God is without a name 

and a form and is everywhere. Logically it also means, God is 

in ‘everything’ we sense, including a well decorated Idol. 

The word Pratishthapana and Visarjan are derived from the 

Sanskrit language. Pratishthapana is very first part of the Sa-

kaar method. It refers to invocation of Almighty to be present 

in the Murti. After the Sakaar Puja is finished, the formal con-

cluding rite is called Visarjan, in which the presiding deity is 

requested to depart from the physical form, (a ‘Murti’).  This 

‘temporary receptacle’ is then discarded, most often by sub-

mersion into water, such as a river, pond or the sea. 

In the case of the Ganesh Festival, it commemorates the 

creation of Lord Ganapati and he is venerated for ten days 

with great fervor.  Goddess Gauri molded his original form 

from exfoliate of her own skin.  She then invoked her consort, 

Lord Shiva to breathe life into the inanimate sculpture.  

Hence, the process of creating and worshipping Shri Ganesh 

is highly significant and analogous to his actual genesis de-

scribed in our scriptures.  The Goddess Gauri is represented 

as mother earth and the clay from which the Murti is created 

symbolises her body’s exfoliate from which Ganapati was 

formed. On the final day of the festival (Anant Chaturdashi), 

the transitory embodiment of Ganesh is respectfully requested 

to depart (Visarjan) and then the remaining depiction (now 

inert) is submersed into water. 

There is profound importance to Visarjan and this particular 

act of worship, Puja. 

















Saturday, Sept. 13, 2008 
11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON    Aarati 

2:00PM - 4:00 PM    

YOUNG STAR’s CONCERT 
Priyanka Tope  (2:00PM - 3:00PM) 

A young accomplished Hindustani Vocal artist 
from Long Island, NY. She has been trained un-
der the tutelage of two outstanding Gurus. Smt. 
Sanghamitra Chatterjee and Dr. Aruna Sharma. 
Priyanka has accompanied Pt. Ramesh Mishra, Sri 
Ulhas Bapat, and other accomplished instrumen-

talists. She released two CD albums “Priyanjali” and “Rainbow: 
A Bridge to India” and donating the proceeds to children’s 

causes such as UNICEF.  Tejas Tope will accompany her 
on Tabla. 

Shreya Adiraju (3:00PM- 4:00PM) 

Shreya Adiraju is a young upcoming Kar-
natic musician from Philadelphia. In 
2007, she had her arangetram perform-
ance at the Kimmel Center for Perform-
ing Arts in the presence of Mr. 
V.V.Sundaram, founder of Cleveland St. Thyagaraja Festival, 
and other eminent musicians.  Shreya's rendering of Thyagaraja 
krithis and other devotional compositions in her unique, beauti-
ful voice and keen sense of shruti puts the audience in a mood 
of bhakthi and reverence. Recently, Shreya gave a performance 
at the Atlanta Temple and another memorable concert at Arsha 
Vidya Gurukulam in Saylorsburg, Pa. She is equally an expert in 
Jazz singing winning accolades for her school as well as herself. 

4:00 PM—6:00 PM   (Upstairs) 

BHAJANS 
Mrs. Minaxi Bapat hails from 

Baroda and is an exponent of the 

Kirana Gharana Gayaki. She is a 

disciple of Dr. Prabha Atre, who is 

one of the leading vocalists of 

Kirana Gharana. Mrs. Bapat started giving stage perform-

ances at a very young age and at the tender age of 14 received 

the “Sangeet Jyoti” award from Swami Shivananda of 

Rishikesh. She has also been awarded “Surmani” by the 

Sursingar Parishad of Bombay. The prestigious venues where 

she performed include Sawai Gandharva Punyatithi in Pune, 

Haridas Sangeet Sammelan, Sangeet Natak 

Academy, and Rajasthan Music Conference. 

Hemakalyan Bapat will accompany her on 

Tabla. He hails from a family of musicians. 

His music raining started at an early age with 

his parents Dr. Laxmikant & Minaxi Bapat. 

Later he graduated in vocal music and tabla 

from M.S. University of Baroda. 

Friday, Sept. 12, 2008 
11:30 AM - NOON       Vishesh Puja and Archana 

NOON    Aarati 

6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 

GUJRATI COMEDY DRAMA 
Please join to enjoy a hilarious Gujarati Comdey Drama, Ek 

Bijane Nadata Rahiye by Shakuntal Arts which is a well 

known group in North America performing dramas, skits, folk 

plays and mime in the United States and Canada.  The group is 

organized by Sailesh Trivedi and Ru-

pal Trivedi having more than twenty 

five years of stage experience. 

This group received manymany hon-

ours to their credit including a Presi-

dent’s award for their folk play “Year 

2222” in Allahabad, India.   

This play, Ek Bijane Nadata Rahiye 

directed by Sailesh Trivedi is a hilarious social comedy drama.  

The story revolves around a wife who is a 

Hitler in the house.  The father, son and 

grandfather make a plan to teach her a 

lesson.  After that, the situation that starts 

will carry the audience into an ocean of 

laughter.   

The main lead is by Rupal Trivedi and is 

supported by Bharat Patel.   

 

The other cast includes 

Prema Pathak, Smita 

Gandhi, Hasit Dani 

and Rakesh Nayak.  

The music and set is by 

Utsav Trivedi and 

Hasit Dani. 





Sunday, Sept. 14, 2008 

BHAIRAV SE BHAIRAVI 

 

“Bhairav Se Bhairavi” is an exposition of classical Indian musi-

cal tradition, based on the eternal cyclical clock of day and 

night. It commences with raga Bhairav, a morning raga, and 

concludes with Bhairavi, Sung at the dawn. Raga Todi, Sarang, 

Marwa, Bhimpalas, Yaman and Bageshree are few of the 

“Ragas” which form the backbone of this musical endeavor.  

The programme encompasses a wide range of musical forms 

like Classical Bandish, Tappa to semi classical and light compo-

sitions like Bhajan, Gazal, Folk and Classical based film music.  

Key Performers: 

Pandit Vijay Koparkar with a Masters from College of Engi-

neering Pune (M.E. Metallurgy) is an eminent classical vocalist 

who has trained under his gurus Vasantrao Deshpande and Pt. 

Jitendra Abhisheki. He has also performed at various prestig-

ious platforms including Sawai Gandharva. 

Dattaprasad Ranade who specializes in Ghazals and 

Swarada Gokhale, the recipient of the prestigious Balgand-

harva Award for young talent in Pune perform the light music 

part of the show. 

The show has been written by Dr. Sameer Kulkarni, an ENT 

surgeon and a writer of many Marathi plays and films while the 

musical arrangement has been done by Ashish Mujumdar. 

The base of this performance comes from his research and 

training of Yoga for the last ten years. 

The show has been produced by Niche Entertainment and 

Directed by Milind Oak. 

Visit  www.nicheentertainment.com to obtain more details.  

Saturday, Sept. 13, 2008 
6:00 PM - 6:30 PM        Archana 

6:30 PM - 6:50 PM       Ganapati Atharvashirsha 

6:50 PM – 7:20 PM       Aarati & Mantrapushpanjali 

8:00 PM—10:30 PM 
 

10:30 AM Ganesh Visarjan Puja  

 

Today is Ananth Chaturdashi, the day when Lord Ganesha will 

go back to his abode. A special Visarjan Puja will be per-

formed. 

12:15 PM - 1:15 PM  

VISARJAN  PROCESSION 
After 10 days of festivities, it is time for Lord Ganesha to 

go back to his abode. Come early and join this colorful 

procession to bid farewell to Ganesha with urgings to 

come back early next year. Lord Ganesha will be taken in 

decorated Palkhi around the temple and later to the 

banks of a pond in the premises of PMI Engineering on 

Stump Road. A ceremonious UttarArati & Visarjan 

(Immersion) of Ganesh Murti will be perfomed there. 

 

Ganapati Bappa 

Moraya, 

Pudhchya Varshi 

Lavkar Yaa!  

 

 

 

 

Ganapati Gele 

Gavala, Chain 

Padena Amhala 

 

 

 

Ek Don Teen 

Chaar,  

Ganapati Cha 

JayJayKaar 

 

http://www.nicheentertainment.com










Sharma Associates, Inc., is a Registered Investment Advisory Company helps people manage money. Hans R. Sharma, the Presi-
dent, is an Independent Certified Financial Planner, Registered Investment Advisor, specializes in “Retirement Income Planning” 
and provides comprehensive financial planning services without any conflict of interest.  
 

Increasing life expectancy, rising health care costs, uncertain future of employer person plans and uncertainly with social security, 
it is crucial important for all of us to plan carefully during accumulation phase for retirement and to make sure that there is income 
for life during the distribution phase.  
 

Comprehensive Financial Planning Services Include: 
 

1. Investment Planning and Portfolio Management on fee basis 
2. Retirement Planning: Income for life and protect assets in down markets 
3. Long Term Care Insurance and Life Insurance Planning 
4.  Saving and Planning for College education for kids 
5. Income Tax Preparation and other tax related Services  
6. Medical coverage for International travel, Visitors to US or H-1 

 
 This is not intended as a promotion to people residing in states where we are not registered. 

For more information, please visit our website: www.sharmah.com 

Hans R. Sharma, MBA, CFP 
President, Certified Financial Planner, Registered Investment advisor  

 

Sharma Associates, Inc. 
Registered Investment Advisory Company 

124 Scarlet Drive, Conshohocken, PA 19428 

Website: www.sharmah.com  Phone: 610-828-8253  email: hans@sharmah.com 

Sharma Associates, Inc. extends  
 

Warmest Greetings for Ganesh Festival at Bharatiya Temple  

“Our Ice is Never Touched  

by Human Hands” 

215.361.1111 

Lansdale Packaged Ice 

2080 Detwiler Road 

Four Midway Business Center,  

Harleysville, PA 19438 



Origin of Ganeshs’ Elephant Head 

B y  S w e t h a 

C h e n g a l v a l a 

(Age 10) 

We all worship 

Ganesh as the 

lord of wisdom 

and success. 

Ganesh is very 

easy to identify 

because of his 

elephant head. 

Many of you 

might not know 

how Ganesh got 

his elephant 

head. It started 

when Parvathi 

was all alone, 

when Shiva, her 

husband, was 

away from home. 

So, she made a 

boy from the 

sweat and oils 

from her body 

and named him Ganesh. She asked Ganesh to guard the 

door while she was taking a bath. Lord Shiva returned and 

wondered why there was a stranger blocking his entry. Shiva 

was mad and the battle began with the young Ganesh. Be-

cause of the mightiness of Shiva, Ganesh’s head was 

chopped. Shiva went inside and told Parvathi what hap-

pened. Parvathi was very upset and told Shiva that the young 

boy who Shiva killed was their son. Parvathi demanded that 

her son be brought back to life. Shiva sent his people to col-

lect the head of a living being who is sleeping with its head 

facing north because that was the direction associated with 

wisdom. Shiva’s people found an elephant that fit this de-

scription and soon the elephant was beheaded. Shiva 

brought the boy back to life by attaching elephant’s head to 

the boy’s body and promoted him to the status of primary 

God to please Parvathi. To this day, we worship Ganesh as 

the lord of new beginnings and remover of obstacles. 

Ganesha is widely known as the elephant-headed son of 

Shiva and Parvati, and is worshipped as the god of wisdom 

and the remover of all obstacles. 

The Ganesha Chaturthi festival celebrates the birth of Lord 

Ganesha. The Ganesh idol is placed in beautifully decorated 

mandaps in homes. The mandap is decorated with plantain 

and mango leaves, fruits, colored lights, and other plants. The 

main sweet cooked during Ganesh Chaturthi is kadubu, 

which is a half circle shaped sweet filled with mixture of 

cooked jaggery and coconut. 

During the festival, people make many different kinds of Ga-

nesha idols. My father, for example, makes a clay Ganesha 

during Ganesha Chaturthi. In India though, there are an ex-

tensive assortment of Ganesha idols during this festival. In 

our recent trips to India, we have made it a point to go during 

this time of year because it is such a major family and social 

festival and is done so grandly. Last time we were in India, 

we went around Bangalore in an auto-rickshaw just to see all 

the different Ganeshas. In one place, we saw a Ganesha idol 

that looked like Balaji, Swami Vivekananda, and many that 

were up to 25-feet tall. 

In public, it is celebrated for seven to ten days. Lokamanya 

Balgangadhar Tilak was an Indian freedom fighter, who 

started the idea of public Ganesh festival celebrations with 

the goal of bringing people together to fight the British. These 

days, the Ganesha idol is kept on beautifully decorated plat-

forms in huge colorful tents during the celebrations. In these 

tents, public performances are held on each of the ten nights. 

On the last day of the festival, there is a ceremony involving a 

large procession.  

Ganesha Chaturthi  

By Sumana Venkatarao 

The Ganesha idol is immersed completely into water. This sym-

bolizes Ganesha going back into the Earth after removing all 

obstacles. 

Here at Bharatiya Temple, we are lucky enough to be able to 

celebrate Ganesh festival like the way it is done in India -- color-

ful tents, processions, evening performances, and final immer-

sion. Hope you have a nice time! 





 Bharatiya Temple 

2nd Phase Construction Started  
Estimated cost - $1,000,000, Pledged so far $500,000 

Please make generous donations to Bharatiya Temple Phase II project now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$250K 

$500K 

$750K 

$1MIL 

Steel Structure 

July 2008 

Indianization Complete 

Dec. 2009 

Pran Pratishtha III 

Dec 2008 

Pran Pratishtha II 

Nov. 2008 

Pran Pratishtha I 

Nov. 2008 

Indianization Begins 

Sept. 2008 

ALL DONATIONS ARE FEDERAL TAX EXEMPT 

Bharatiya Temple  (Tax ID # 23-2959416); Bharatiya Cultural Center (Tax ID # 76-0706802) 

Make check payable to: Bharatiya Temple  or Bharatiya Cultural Center, 

Mail to: P.O. Box 463 Montgomeryville, Pa 18936 

Ramesh Adiraju (215-542-8596)  

R. Sivakumar (215-806-8719)  

Bipin Amin (215-699-5156) 

Nimish Sanghrajka (215-646-1998)  

Bala Balasubramanian (215-699-2827)  

Sanjeev Jindal (610-812-2026) 



Priya’s  
Dance Academy 

Have fun learning India’s many dance varieties 
including: 

 Kathak (Indian classic) 

 Traditional Indian folk dance 

 Bollywood-inspired dance 

 Fusion of other Indian dance styles 

The styles of India are brought to America at... 

Priya’s Dance Academy 
 

Contact Priya Shah 

Home: 484-902-8300 

Cell: 610-400-7770 

priyadance@gmail.com 

www.PriyasDance.com 


